POLITICAL SCIENCE 4555, WINTER

Politics of Public Policy 
Winter 2009
Thursday, 11:30 - 2:30pm, CB 4058
Instructor:  Charles Conteh 

Office: RB 2041

Office Hours:  Tuesday 1:30pm - 3:30pm (or by appointment)

Phone:  807-343-8791

E-mail: cconteh@lakeheadu.ca 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________
OVERVIEW & OBJECTIVES
Students will be equipped with analytical insights into the politics of problem definition, goal selection, policy formulation and policy implementation. The course content will focus on the environmental context of politics that often shapes the policy space of government and community decision-making, seeking to answer questions such as: how do we study the multiple political factors that shape the policy cycle?  How do different policy environments produce various outcomes/patterns of public policies? Can grassroots movements and community actions have lasting impacts on public policy?  Do leftist and rightist parties have a different impact on policy outcome? How do macrocosmic paradigms/outlooks at the national or global levels affect human development and security at the local levels? 
By the end of the course students should also have improved their seminar leadership and discussion skills as well as improve their skills in designing and conducting an independent research project involving the practical politics of public policy.

EVALUATION

Class Presentation: 10%

Class Participation: 20%

Research Proposal: (due 11:30am on Feb. 12) 10%

Mid-Term Take-home exam (2:30pm, Mar. 5 to 4:30pm Mar. 6): 30%

Research Paper (due 11:30am on April 2):  30%

Class Presentation & Participation

Starting the second week, you will take turns making a half-hour presentation of the readings.  Class presentation consists of leading the class through the assigned readings.  This involves focusing the discussion on core concepts and central arguments within the readings, comparing the arguments of different authors, and finally raising questions for a broader discussion.  Presenters should not merely present but also facilitate.  They should come prepared with questions to steer discussion.  Other class participants must arrive in class prepared and having carefully done the readings in order to engage in the discussion launched by the presenters.  

As a presenter, you should ask the class to: 

· define and clarify the core concepts and terms 

· summarize and discuss the central arguments  
· raise important issues and questions related to the readings 

· discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the readings

As a class participant, you should try to answer the questions raised by presenters and other participants, respond to their contributions to seminar discussions, provide information and examples, and raise your own questions and issues. 

Research Proposal

Your proposal should examine specific issues involving the politics of public policy in one or two countries.  The list of topics in the course outline could serve as a guide in developing your research topic.  
The Research Proposal is an important step in writing a research paper. It should be between four and five pages in length, including bibliography.  You could use the following order: 

· find the books and academic journal articles most relevant to your research topic 

· decide on a project title 

· clearly state your research question   

· define what you seek to explain 
· provide an outline of the project: why you have decided to study this particular issue and what the central themes are 
· review and distinguish different explanations that have been suggested in the literature. In other words, how have others sought to theorize and explain them, and what explanation will your paper attempt to develop.

Late outlines will be penalized 2 percentage points per day.

Research Paper

Essays should be built on the research proposal, and should be between 15-20 pages in length 
Late papers will be penalized 2 percentage points per day.

Your research paper should be structured well. An example of a good structure would be the following: 

· Introduction 

· Literature Review (Theoretical Framework) 

· Case Study  

· Conclusion

Take-Home Exam

The take-home exam gives you an opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of the readings. You will be able to choose two out of four essay-type questions, which will be closely related to the assigned readings. To answer these questions, you will be able to use the readings, your seminar preparation documents and your notes. 
Lakehead Policy on Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresentation by deception or by other fraudulent means and can result in serious consequences.  The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty:

1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one's own or for which other credit has been obtained.  

2. Improper collaboration in group work. 

3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations.

Reserve Reading  

Michael Howlett and M. Ramesh, Studying Public Policy: Policy Cycles and Policy Subsystems, (second edition; Toronto, Ontario: Oxford University Press, 2003). 

This book has been placed on Reserve in the library.  

Seminar Topics & Readings
Week 1 (Jan. 8): 
Introduction & Course Overview
Week 2 (Jan. 15): 
Analytical Approaches to Understanding the Politics of Public Policy 

Chapters 1, 2 & 11 in Studying Public Policy (On Reserve @ the Library).
Week 3 (Jan. 22): 
Problem Definition & Agenda-setting 

Pralle, Sarah B. (2006). Timing and sequence in agenda-setting and policy change: a comparative study of lawn care pesticide politics in Canada and the US. Journal of European Public Policy, 13 (7), 987-1005 
Green-Pedersen, Christoffer & Wilkerson, John (2006). How agenda-setting attributes shape politics: Basic dilemmas, problem attention and health politics developments in Denmark and the US. Journal of European Public Policy, 13 (7), 1039-1052. 
Week 4 (Jan. 29): 
Policy Formulation & Implementation
Chapters 6 & 8 in Studying Public Policy (On Reserve @ the Library).

Lindquist, Evert (2006). Organizing for Policy Implementation: The Emergence and Role of Implementation Units in Policy Design and Oversight. Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis: Research and Practice, 8 (4), 311-324. 
Week 5 (Feb. 5):  
Policy Evaluation 
Chapter 9 in Studying Public Policy (On Reserve @ the Library).

Howlett, M., & Lindquist, E. (2004). Policy analysis and governance: Analytical and policy styles in Canada. Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis, 6(3), 225. 

Week 6 (Feb. 12):  
Policy Governance: Identity and Participation
Bruyneel, Kevin (2004). Challenging American Boundaries: Indigenous People and the “Gift” of U.S. Citizenship. Studies in American Political Development , 18

 HYPERLINK "http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=SAP&volumeId=18&seriesId=0&issueId=01"  (1), 30-43 

Treib, Oliver, Bähr, Holger & Falkner, Gerda (2007). Modes of governance: towards a conceptual clarification. Journal of European Public Policy, 14 (1), 1-20. 

Week 7 (Feb. 19):  Study Break
Week 8 (Feb. 26):  
Local Spaces and National Policy: Multi-level Governance  

Painter, Martin, (2001). Multi-level governance and the emergence of collaborative federal institutions in Australia, Policy & Politics, 29 (2), 137-150 
Reigner, Helene, (2001) Multi-level governance or co-administration? Transformation and continuity in French local government. Policy & Politics, 29 (2), 181-192. 
Week 9 (Mar. 5): 
Mid-Term Take-Home Exam

Provider Groups in the Policy Environment
Immergut, Ellen M. 1992. "The Rules of the Game: The Logic of Health Policymaking in France, Switzerland and Sweden." In Structuring Politics: Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Analysis, ed. S. Steinmo, K. Thelen and F. Longstreth. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Quadagno, Jill. 2004. "Why the United States Has No National Health Insurance: Stakeholder Mobilization Against the Welfare State, 1945-1996." Journal of Health and Social Behavior 45 (Extra Issue):25-44. 
Week 10 (Mar. 12): 
Trade Unions, Employers and the politics of Social Security 
Swenson, Peter A. 2004. "Varieties of Capitalist Interests: Power, Institutions, and the Regulatory Welfare State in the United States and Sweden." Studies in American Political Development 18 (Spring):1-29.

Ebbinghaus, Bernhard, and Anke Hassel. 2000. "Striking Deals: Concertation in the Reform of Continental European Welfare States." Journal of European Public Policy 7 (1):44-62.

Week 11 (Mar. 19):  
Political Parties as Policy Channels 
Walgrave, Stefaan, Varone, Frédéric & Dumont, Patrick (2006). Policy with or without parties? A comparative analysis of policy priorities and policy change in Belgium, 1991 to 2000. Journal of European Public Policy, 13 (7), 1021-1038.
Penner, Erin, Blidook, Kelly & Soroka, Stuart (2006). Legislative priorities and public opinion: representation of partisan agendas in the Canadian House of Commons. Journal of European Public Policy, 13 (7), 1006-1020.
Week 12 (Mar. 26): 
International Influences on National Policies

Dolowitz, David P. (2006). Bring Back the States: Correcting for the Omissions of Globalization. International Journal of Public Administration, 29 (4), 263-280. 

Christensen, Robert K. (2006). International Nongovernmental Organizations: Globalization, Policy Learning, and the Nation-State. International Journal of Public Administration, 29 (4), 281-303.
Week 13 (Apr. 2)
Conclusions & Course Overview
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